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CYCLING ON STATE HIGHWAYS



• State highways are integral parts of NZ’s multi-modal transport 
system

• The transport system must cater for all users

• Transit recognises the multiple benefits of cycling and walking
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Transit’s sustainability focus
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Transit’s integrated planning focus

Cycling on state highways
Context

Planning, funding and 
delivering infrastructure 
and land use together to 
get better outcomes



• National and local planning objectives
• Transport network issues for all users
• Funding priorities
• Affordability
• State highway categorisation
• Safety for all users
• Community expectations
• Maintenance requirements

Cycling on state highways
Context

Transit balances a wide range of issues



Cycling on state highways
Policy direction



Transit is committed to providing and maintaining 

appropriate, safe, and cost-effective walking and cycling 

facilities and traffic information and management 

techniques aimed at cyclists and pedestrians on state 

highways, especially where specific safety concerns 

exist and/or where state highways form part of the most 

appropriate route for these modes of travel.
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As part of the policy, we have developed a matrix setting 

out the types of treatment that may be applied on different 

categories of state highway 

(Planning Policy Manual Appendix 3B)
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Transit considers walking and cycling when:

Cycling on state highways
Making it happen

• Investigating transport issues and developing solutions
• Influencing local growth and land use planning processes 
• Designing state highway improvement projects
• Managing the network – especially in relation to safety



Cycling on state highways
Making it happen

Transit fulfils its policy commitment by:

• Working with others – to ensure an integrated, network focus
• Gathering data on the numbers of cyclists and pedestrians 

using state highways to enable targeted solutions
• Getting alignment between local cycling strategies, Regional 

Land Transport Strategies and Transit’s State Highway 
Forecast

• Maintaining an active network of Walking and Cycling 
Champions throughout the country



Ultimately we aim to deliver safe, integrated facilities for 

cyclists and pedestrians that represent engineering best 

practice, high quality urban design and value for money
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• Annual funding for specific walking and cycling projects 
on state highways is $3 million

• In addition, Transit spends some $30 million on walking 
and cycling improvement projects as part of other capital 
and maintenance activities. This is about 2% of our total 
annual expenditure
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Keith Hay Bridge Keith Hay Bridge –– State State 
Highway 20 Highway 20 –– Mt Roskill Mt Roskill 
Extension Extension -- $1.2m$1.2m

Christchurch City Christchurch City 
Cycle Lanes Cycle Lanes --
$567,000$567,000

Bulls Bridge Bulls Bridge 
Cycleway Cycleway -- $1.7m$1.7m

Adderley Terrace to DeLacey Adderley Terrace to DeLacey 
Roads Roads –– Dunedin pedestrian link Dunedin pedestrian link --
$300,000$300,000

Avalon Drive Cycleway Avalon Drive Cycleway 
-- $242,000$242,000

Northwestern Motorway Northwestern Motorway 
–– separate cycle path separate cycle path --
$200,000 per km$200,000 per km

Te Awamutu to Kihikihi Te Awamutu to Kihikihi 
footpath link of 1.2km footpath link of 1.2km --
$200,000$200,000

Cobham Drive Bridge Cobham Drive Bridge --
$1.5m $1.5m -- WanganuiWanganui

Awatere Bridge Awatere Bridge --
$0.5m$0.5m

Waipawa to Waipawa to 
Waipukurau Cycleway Waipukurau Cycleway --
$200,000$200,000Bell Block to Bell Block to 

Waiwhakaiho River Waiwhakaiho River 
Cycleway Cycleway -- $1.9m$1.9m

Stoke Bypass Stoke Bypass –– cycle cycle 
path $150,000path $150,000

Wider shoulders across the Wider shoulders across the 
network network -- $15$15--26,000 per km26,000 per km
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• Safety – high-speed / low-speed users

• Different types of cyclists with different needs

• Lack of data – current and future

• Retrofitting solutions on the existing network

• Funding improvement projects
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• Policy is important to establish the commitment 
and set the direction

• Putting it into practice is what really matters

• Transit is committed to upping its game on 
walking and cycling – the future demands more 
than the past

Cycling on state highways 
Summary



Cycling on state highways 

“When I see an adult on a 
bicycle,  I do not despair 
for the future of the human 
race.”

H.G. Wells

Feedback welcome:
planning@transit.govt.nz


