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Transport in New Zealand

“Moving People, Moving Freight”
……into and out of New Zealand

……around New Zealand

……within cities and towns



Next Steps

• Legislation with Select Committee – Submissions by 
20 Dec

• Hypothecation, Three yearly cycle, Regional Fuel 
Tax, Regional coordination

• Establishment Board in place
– Focus on continuity of momentum
– Considering direction



Government Policy Statement 

• Developed via a “Trends, Issues and 
Options” Report – Government will use 
this report for engagement with the sector

• Government’s chance to set the priorities

• First GPS around July 2008 – three-yearly 
timing to ensure alignment with LTCCP



Government Policy Statement (2) 

• Three years firm, three years indicative, four 
years outlook - similar to LTCCP

• Will set size of activity classes for the National 
Land Transport Programme (e.g. SH 
construction, public transport, local roads)

• Will set FED and RUC levels

• NLTP must be consistent with GPS



Government Policy Statement (3)

- Whereat?

• T.I.O. Report in Draft

• T.I.O. Consultation early ’08

• Six months to prepare - so maybe not too 
radical (?)  But remember targets (covered 
later)



Update of the New Zealand Transport Strategy
New Zealand has had transport strategy since 2002

• The key components of the existing strategy are five ‘objectives’:
– Economic Development
– Safety and Personal Security
– Access and Mobility
– Public Health
– Environmental Sustainability

… these are useful headings, but the 
current strategy does not have 
clear targets or timeframes…



• Clearer guidance and targets are very desirable…

…to be provided by an “Update to the New 
Zealand Transport Strategy” (UNZTS)

• UNZTS discussion paper to be launched in 
December 2007, closing February 2008

• Discussion paper contents……
– strong emphasis on climate change
… but also considers other key aspects of 

transport…



Draft high level outcome targets for UNZTS
Government agreed high-level target for 2040
• Halve per capita domestic greenhouse gas transport 

emissions from 2007 levels
Possible high-level targets for 2040
• Predictable travel times for all modes
• Improved travel times for principal routes
• Facilities and activities accessible to all
• Public health and local environmental effects of transport 

at accepted international standard 
• World best practice safety standards for all modes



Intermediate or detailed targets:

Government agreed targets
• One of the first countries in the world to widely deploy electric 

vehicles
• Minimum 3.4 percent of petrol and diesel sales to be biofuels 

by 2012

But also by 2040…?
• No more than 200 road deaths per annum
• 30 percent of inter-regional freight by coastal shipping
• 25 percent of domestic freight by rail 
• Double land passenger transport mode share
• 30 percent of urban trips by walking and cycling

…and many more targets 



Transport Emissions

Transport Emissions

-

2,000

4,000

6,000

8,000

10,000

12,000

14,000

16,000

18,000

20,000

19
90

19
91

19
92

19
93

19
94

19
95

19
96

19
97

19
98

19
99

20
00

20
01

20
02

20
03

20
04

20
05

20
06

K
t C

O
2
-e

International Marine

International Aviation

Marine

Air

Rail

Road

2006 National Transport Emissions
          Road    90%
          Air         7%
          Marine   2%
          Rail       1%



Road transport projection : BAU

Projected road transport emissions :  Business as usual
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Mitigated road transport emissions 
…derived from the New Zealand Energy Strategy scenario
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Some important early conclusions…

… if we are to halve transport greenhouse gas 
emissions by 2040…

1) Mode shift for people and freight will provide useful 
contributions



2) But major contributions will need to come from…

• Much more efficient cars, trucks, ships and planes
• Different fuels



Road safety for New Zealand
A story about significant improvement over 33 years……

The improvement is a result of:
– Safer roads and safer cars
– Much better driver behaviour (drinking and driving is not ‘OK’)
– Better enforcement (speed cameras, alcohol testing etc)

…but there is still room for improvement…

843 fatalities in 1973

391 fatalities in 2006


