
Guidelines for
State Highways within or adjacent to 

National Parks, Reserves and 
Conservation Areas.



Background

� 1980 = National Parks General 
Policy

� 1983 Roading Guidelines agreed
� 2005 = Transit – DOC MOU

• Review
• Joint guidelines



Purpose

� Meet statutory objectives

� Prevent conflicts

� Identify relevant planning documents

� Framework for dialogue



Today

� Approved March 2007

� Application
• Northland – mangrove protection
• SH73 Spoil Dumping
• Authorisation processes

� The detail



Main concepts of the 
guideline

� Recognises conflict of statutory 
objectives

� Early engagement between both 
parties

� Planning for the future
� Avoiding environmental effects
� Context sensitive approach to design



Case study

Site conditions:
� State Highway 73
� Scenic reserve
� High rainfall
� Ecologically sensitive area
� Narrow designation width



Avoiding environmental 
effects

Treatment:
� Batters cut at 1:4 
� Slope profile and revegetation 

techniques to  stabilise slopes



Context sensitive approach

After construction



Summary

� The guideline outlines Transit and 
DOC’s expectations through planning, 
design, construction and maintenance 
phases

� Is a good example of colloboration 
between both organisations

� Welcomes feedback on the guideline


